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CITY OF MARLBOROUGH 
OFFICE OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

140 MAIN STREET 
MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 01752 

Traffic Commission Minutes 

The Regular Meeting of the Traffic Commission was held as a virtual meeting on 
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 at 10:00 am. Members present: Chairman ~ Police Chief 
David Giorgi, Fire Chief Kevin Breen, Commissioner of Public Works Sean Divoll and 
City Clerk Steve Kerrigan. Also present: City Engineer Tom DiPersio, Assistant City 
Engineer Tim Collins, Ashley Miller —Engineering Department, Sgt. Zac Attaway and 
Officer Andy Larose from the MPD Traffic Services Unit, City Cotulcilor Katie Robey, 
City Councilor Mike Ossing and local resident Michael Volk. 

Minutes taken by Karen Lambert, MPD Records Clerk. 

Chief Giorgi started recording the meeting at 10:03 and began by welcoming everyone 
and making introductions. 

1-Minutes 

The minutes of the Traffic Commission meeting of Wednesday, December 30, 2020. 

MOTION was made, seconded, duly VOTED: 
TO APPROVE —All in Favor -Accept and Place on File. 

2 -New Business — 

2a) Truck traffic volume/noise on Rte. 85 by the 1~lavin Rink 

Michael Volt, a Hudson resident, spoke to Sgt. Attaway on this issue and also sent an 
email reviewing his concerns. He was in attendance for this meeting and Chief Giorgi 
asked if he would like to address the group. Mr. Volt said that he lives in Hudson behind 
Intel and can hear lots of noise coming from the area near Navin Rink (which is a full 
mile from his house) at all different times of the day. He specifically mentioned hearing 
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it in the middle of the night and early in the morning. He looked up the Noise Ordinance 
for the City of Marlborough due to the fact that this is a residential area. He said that the 
noise is coming from Jake Brakes on trucks. 

Chief Giorgi advised that we have had this issue come up before on the east side of the 
City and asked Tim Collins if he would explain further. Mr. Collins reviewed that Jake 
Brakes are used to slow a vehicle in a different way. They give the driver more control 
when going downhill and explained how this breaking mechanism works. He said that if 
the e~iaust system has a properly installed muffler it is not a problem. He pulled up a 
diagram on the screen entitled "Sound Pressure Levels —Human Perception". It showed 
different decibel levels and where they fall on a scale and gave examples i.e. normal 
conversation = 60-70 decibels to a jet aircraft acr 50 ft. = 150 decibels and showed where 
a truck with a proper muffler, and one without, would fall on the scale. He said that if the 
decibels are too high it's because of a problem with the muffler and would be an issue 
with specific trucks. He said it is probably best to try to find out which trucks are making 
the noise. 

Mr. Volt said that he does notice it more at night and early in the morning and said that 
he can hear it from his house with his headphones on listening to music. Chief Giorgi 
advised that we haven't had any other complaints. Mr. Volt said that he is sure the noise 
ordinance is being violated in a housing zone. 

Officer Larose asked if the noise could possibly be coming off the connector rather then 
Bolton Street? He said they sit on Bolton Street all the time monitoring traffic and 
haven't really noticed anything. Mr. Volt said that he has not sat in front of Navin Rink, 
however, tnicks have to be violating the noise ordinance ox he wouldn't be hearing it 
from a mile away. Councilor Ossing said he lives less then a mile from this area and it's 
also on the other side of Rte. 495 and tnicks cut through back roads also. It's hard to say 
specifically who is at fault. He said he either doesn't hear it or has become numb to it. 
Mr. Volt said that he is just reporting the problem. He does not have a solution. 

Chief Giorgi said that he believes the first step would be to have the Traffic Unit monitor 
the situation and try to identify specific trucks that might be causing the problem and 
possibly try some type of soluld monitoring device. If a problem is found, the second 
step would be to try to reach out to specific companies to address the issue. 

MOTION was made, seconded, duly VOTED to REFER to the TRAFFIC UNIT to 
monitor. Sgt. Attaway can stay in touch with Mr. Volk over the next month or two and 
then see where to go from there. 

3-Old Business 

3a) Speed and Parking Issues on Church Street. 

Tim Collins advised that this all set now. It was a matter or amending the regulations and 
they have all now been voted on and approved. 

3b) Request for No Parking Sign —Paquin Drive. 



TRAFFIC COMMISSION 3 January 27, 2021 

Chief Giorgi advised that he had drafted the regulation for the no parking area around 
Memorial Beach, however, Steve Kerrigan and Tim Collins found an overlap issue and 
revised the wording again. Mr. Collins had a diagram which outlined the parking 
restrictions around the beach. The areas marked in pink on Hosmer Street are for no 
parking anytime. The areas marked in yellow on Paquin Drive, Stevens Street, Causeway 
Street, Miles Standish Drive and Simpson Road have a parking restriction from June lst 

to September 15th for beach parking. The wording "for beach parking" was also added to 
the wording for the new regulation. This would allow parking for visitors etc. but not to 
unload your car and walk down to the beach. Chief Giorgi will revise the regulation 
based on the amended language provided by Tim Collins. 

Steve Kerrigan asked about enforcement. What happens if someone is caught going to 
the beach? What happens when they appeal a ticket and say they did not do that? Chief 
Giorgi said that hopefully his officers would do their "due diligence" before giving out a 
ticket. Mr. Kerrigan just doesn't want to see it turning into an enforcement issue. 

MOTION was made, seconded, duly VOTED to APPROVE the amended regulation for 
the parking restriction around the Memorial Beach based on the wording provided by 
Tim Collins. Chief Giorgi will prepare the amended regulation and Karen Lambert will 
forward it to Steve Kerrigan for advertisement. 

That there being no further business of the Traffic Commission held on this date, the 
meeting adjourned at 10:24 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen L. Lambert 
Records Clerk 
Marlborough Police Department 

List of documents and other exhibits used at the meeting: 

-City of Marlborough Meeting Posting for Traffic Commission Meeting on 
Wednesday 1/27/21, including meeting agenda. 

-Draft of Traffic Commission Minutes from Wednesday, December 30, 2020. 
-Email from Michael Volk to Sgt. Attaway, dated 1/21/21, re: Truck Air Breaking 

Noise from Rte, 85N traffic downhill past Navin Rink (including Zoning Map, Ch. 431-
11 from ecode360.com and copy of "Engine Breaking Prohibited" sign. 

-Copy of regulation to ADD specific section of Church Street to the Schedule for 
"No Stopping, Standing or Parking". 

-Copy of regulation to AMEND the wording for the Schedule of "Parking 
Prohibited Certain Hours" on Causeway Street and Hosmer Street. The text will be 
amended to include the text "For Beach Parking". Also, to ADD specific sections of 
Causeway Street, Paquin Street, Miles Standish Drive and Simpson Road to the 
Schedule. 
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Additional Handouts 

Email from Tim Collins to Chief Giorgi, dated 1/25/21, re: No Parking near Memorial 
Beach, including revised wording for the regulation and restricted parking graphic. 
-Amended regulations for the No Parking Area around Memorial Beach. 
-Jake Brake.pdf: What is a Jake Brake, &How Does it Work? 
-Diagram of Sound Pressure Levels —Human Perception 














































