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Public Hearing —Proposed Zoning Amendment to Chapter 650 to add a ~t~vV ect~o~ ~ '~~~~orary 
Moratorium for Multi-Family Housing Projects. 

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Board of the City of Marlborough will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday June 7, 2021 at 7:00 PM to amend Chapter 650 by adding a new §61 Temporary Moratorium for Multi-
Family Housing Projects. 

The materials will be available online at htt~://www.marlbarough-ma.gov/planning-board under Public Hearing 
Notices in addition they are also available in the Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 140 Main Street, 
Marlborough, MA 01752, Telephone 508-460-3775. 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and State of Emergency in Massachusetts, this hearing may be 
conducted by remote participation or in person. If this hearing is to be held remotely, instructions on how to 
participate will be posted on the Planning Board agenda which can be found on the Planning Board page at 
www.marlborough_ma•gov/planning board. Any questions, please contact the City Clerk's Office. 

THAT, PURSUANT TO § 5 OF CHAPTER 40A OF THE GENERAL LAWS, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MARLBOROUGH, HAVING SUBMITTED FOR ITS OWN CONSIDERATION CHANGES 1N THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARLBOROUGH, AS AMENDED, TO FURTHER AMEND CHAPTER 650, 
NOW ORDAINS THAT THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARLBOROUGH, AS AMENDED, BE 
FURTHER AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

By inserting a new Section 650-61 entitled "Temporary Moratorium for Multi-Family Housing Projects" as 
follows: 

Section 650-61. Temporary Moratorium for Multi-Family Housing Projects 

A. Purpose 

Section 18 of chapter 358 of the Acts of 2020 adds a new section 3A to the Zoning Act (Chapter 40A of the 
General Laws) applicable to MBTA communities, including the city of Marlborough, providing that each MBTA 
community "shall have a zoning ordinance or by-law that provides for at least 1 district of reasonable size in 
which multi-family housing is permitted as of right." The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community 
Development is required to promulgate guidelines to determine if an MBTA community is in compliance with 
section 3A, and the Department intends to issue more detailed guidelines on compliance criteria. These new 
requirements raise complex and novel zoning, planning, legal, and public infrastructure issues. Detailed 
guidelines will be informative to the city and its planning and zoning processes for siting multi-family residential 
uses. There is significant continued interest in the development of land and buildings for multi-family residential 
uses within the city which require consideration of how such development corresponds to various public 
infrastructure impacts. This section will allow the city time to undertake any necessary planning or zoning process 
to address the potential impacts of housing in the city, and consider the Department's forthcoming detailed 
guidelines (once issued) and whether to amend its Zoning Ordinance. 

B. Temporary Moratorium 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning Ordinance to the contrary, no special permit or site plan 
approval shall be issued for construction of multi-family housing projects for the period commencing on 
the first publication of notice of the public hearing on this zoning ordinance amendment and ending 90 days 
from the date of approval of this zoning amendment by the City Council. This moratorium shall apply to 
any use of land for a building with 3 or more residential dwelling units or 2 or more buildings on the same 
lot with more than 1 residential dwelling unit in each building, in all zoning districts in the city. In no case 



shall the City accept an application for special permit or site plan approval for said housing project during 
this period. 

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply to an application for a special permit or site plan approval 
filed with the City Clerk, or granted, prior to the date of the first publication of notice of the public hearing 
on this zoning ordinance amendment. 

(3) Notwithstanding this section, the Building Commissioner may authorize submittal of such an application 
pertaining to existing housing deemed by the Building Commissioner to constitute blight, a dilapidated 

building, a hazard or a nuisance, as defined by section 485-2 of the City Code; provided, however, that the 

Building Commissioner make any such authorization expressly conditional on the City Council's 
subsequent decision to process the application. 

Per Order of the City Council 
#21-1008274 

This Legal Advertisement will be published on www.wickedlocal.com and http://masspublicnotices.or~. 


