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'BOND REQUESTS SUBMITTED

Mayor seeking $9.5M for senior center and park

By Jim Ash
Publisher

Mayor Arthur Vigeant has
submitted a bond request in
the amount of $6.5M to con-
struct a new senior center at
Ward Park. At the same
time, he is also seeking
$3.0M for upgrades to the
park. The City Council’s
Operations and Oversight
Committee will review the

| requests in the coming
weeks before a final vote of

' the council is taken. Eight
votes from among eleven
.councilors will be required
to approve the bonds.

Included with the requests
for money, the mayor
attached cost estimates for
both projects, $8 05M for the
senior center and $3.9M for
Ward Park. The $8.05M fig-
ure includes $500K in design
funds that have already been
approved. That roughly

leaves a $1.0M differential

between the cost estimate and
the bond request for. the
senior center and a $900K
differential between the cost
estimate and bond request for
the park upgrades.

“The budget outlines sub-
mitted to the council provide

a more complete overview

of the costs and considera-
tions undertaken over the
past several months,” said
Michael Berry, executive aid
to the mayor. “We expect to
have more precise estimates
in advance of the Operations
and -Oversight Committee
hearing. The amounts listed
in the bond requests reflect
the amount the mayor is
seeking council approval on.
We do not expect the pro-
jects to exceed those
amounts.”

Asked how the budgeted
costs will be reduced to meet

Continued on page 4

What will the council do? - Mayor Arthur Vigeant is requesting a $6.5M bond for a proposed new senior center he wants
+o build at Ward Park in Downtown Village. He is also seeking $3.0M to upgrade the park. See story above for details.




Shown (I-r) Marlborough Home Depot Assistant Manager Don Wyne, along with Dave Strassner and :
Dave Schena outside the senior center. Manager Mike Aubin (not shown) managed the work party

HELPING HANDS FROM 'HOME:.'EPOT_“

Housing Director Douglas Bushman estimates about $10,000 in value

By Joan F. Simoneau
Contributing Writer

A team of workers from the
Marlborough Home Depot spent
several hours last Thursday and
Friday working in the courtyard
at Liberty Hill Apartments at 240
Main Street. In preparation for
repairing the walkway from

Windsor Street to the senior cen-

ter door, they removed asphalt
and bushes and poured cement in
the sidewalk area.

The crew power washed and
repaired the brick wall and edged
the area for raised beds to make it
ready for spring planting.
Another group of workers from
The Home Depot will return in
the spring to plant flowers and
bushes. Earlier this year they
donated new patio tables and
chairs to provide comfort for
housing residents, their families
and others who visit the senior
center.

Marlborough Housing Direcior
Douglas Bushman estimated the
savings to Marlborough Housing
to be almost $10,000. He
expressed gratitude to Valerie
Wilkinson who works for both
Home Depot and the Housing
Authority, who was instrumental
in making it all happen.

Bushman commented,- ““The
repair of this area is critical to the
walk way. This will make the
property safer for all residents that

live here or visit the area.”

In his report to the Community
Development Authority last
month, Bushman noted that sever-
al construction projects have
already been completed in the
city’s senior housing complexes.

At Liberty Hill Apartments, the

7elevator, water pipe and bathtub

projects have been completed.
Boiler maintenance and asbestos
removal have been attended to at
Pleasant Street housing and
paving and deck renovation have

 Housing. and
- Development recently conducted

been completed at 20 Front Street.
At the Bolton Street location, the
flooring, electrical panel and park-

ing projects are finished.
The State Department of
Commumty

a site tour at the Liberty Hill
Apartments and have nol ed..

Bushmanp that the mty W]]lrecewe S

full funding. for a new back -up
generator that will also power the
elevators in addmon to. what ﬂ:Le
existing backup genenato: can
handle. Bushman said the current

cenerator delivers. power to the
basement and several first- ﬂocr_

offices.

According to Bushman 5 repol‘l;J 7
the state waiting list for occupancy

in Marlborough senior housing
includes 85 elderly Marlborough
residents, 69 elderly non-
Marlborough residents, 81 non
e[dérly Marlborough: residents,
and 62 non-elderly mon-
Marlborough residents.
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Presentation on procuring government
| contracts for businesses

Marlborough — The Marlbor-

ough Economic Development
Corporation and the Marl-
borough Regional Chamber of
Commerce have joined together
to present “The ABC’S of Pro-
curing Government Contracts.”
This event will be held on Fri-
day, Sept. 13 from 7:30 to 9:15
a.m. at the Best Western Royal
Plaza Hotel, 181 Boston Post
Road West. A full complirenta-
ry buffetbrealdast will be served.
A panel of experts will discuss
how to do business with govern-
ments from local to interna-

tional levels. The panelists are .

Beverly Sleeper, procurement
officer for the City of Marlbor-

ough; Doug Bushman, director
of the Housing Authonty for
the City of Marlborough; Bar-

Commenty Adu(m"e M;O ""’7

bara Miller, director of training,
outreach & marketing in the
Operational Services Division
for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts; David Pola-
tin, assistant district director
of the U.S. Small Business
Administration, reporting on
the federal level; and Melissa
Branzburg, Intemattlonal trade

Speaa_hst at the U.S. Com-

mercial Service, a division of

the Department of Commerce

~ This eveit is operi to all busi-
nesses large or small who want
-to learn how to do business with
all the government entities.’

~ Registration is required by '

Sept. 9 by calling the Chamber
office at 508- 485 7746 or by
_emailing marlcham@marlbor-
oughchamber.org.

Vehssa"Scott See story on page SR




By Joan E Simoneau
Community Reporter

Marlborough — Mayor Ar- :

thur Vigeant has requested
that the City Council approve

bonds totaling $9.5 million for -

construction of a new Senior

Center and for renovations at .

Ward Park, where the center
would be located. The request
was made via a communica-
tion to-the council at its Aug.
26 meeting. ?
Vigeant asked the council to
approve two bonds - $6.5 mil-
lion for the center’s construc-
tion and $3 million for the
renovation of the courts, fields
and parking at Ward Park.
“After many discussions,
‘hearings and planning over
the past nine months, we have
reached a point where T feel
_ we have a design in place for
a building that we all can be
proud of,” said Vigeant in the
communication. “Ward Park
has long been neglected and
in dire need of investment
and upgrading. The time has
finally come to make a com-

Community Advocate ¢ Friday, August 30,2013« 13

Mayor asks council to approve
new Senior Center funding

mitment to ensuring that
Woard Park is given new life so
that its potential can be fully
utilized by families and groups
of all ages and interests.”

The bond requests were
referred to the Operations
and Overview Committee for
study and recommendation to
the full council.

"The mayor is proposing a facil-
ity to be built in the northeast

- end of the patk that will have
a footprint of 14,500 square

feet. He unveiled a conceptual
plan and building layout at a
public information forum in
June. Architect Joseph Rizza

made the presentation.

Vigeant said at that time.

that Ward Park is the best lo-
cation because it offers seniors
the benefit of a meeting place
thatis adjacent to recreational
land and because it is city-

“ owned, no land purchase price

will be incurred. That will also
help the timeline to comple-
tion be expedited, he added.
Strong objection to the
‘Ward Park location has been
voiced by residents in the

immediate area, led by Paul
Brodeur of Hayden Street and

" Michael Nickolas of Water

Terrace. Their objections

- are based on an Open Space

and Recreation Plan which

‘they say prohibits building

on protected park land, such
as Ward Park. The city’s le-
gal department and outside
attorneys have stated the
project, however, passes legal
requirements. :

Early in August, opponents
to the proposed Senior Cen-
ter announced that they are
secking financial contribu-
tions from the community
to cover legal costs associated
with their efforts to stop the
center from being built at
‘Woard Park.

Among other locations
suggested for a Senior Center
during the past 18 months
were the former Department
of Motor Vehicles building at
525 Maple St., the Meeting
House on 86 Pleasant St.,
the former Post Office on
Mechanic Street and an office
building on Forest Street.



