
REGULAR MEETING   IN CITY COUNCIL    CONVENED: 
JUNE 22, 2009    ABSENT:     ADJOURNED: 
 
1. Minutes of the City Council Meeting, June 15, 2009, unavailable. 
2. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING: On the Petition from National Grid to install 60' of primary ug 

across Forest St. from P.47 to a hand hole. 
3. Communication from the Mayor re: various budget transfer requests from Undesignated Funds to 

designated Stabilization accounts totaling $835,296.00  
4. Communication from the Mayor re: various budget transfer requests from designated Stabilization 

accounts to DPW Water, Street Sign Replacement, DPW Equipment and GPS Equipment accounts 
totaling $835,296.00 

5. Communication from the Mayor re: Council's request for additional information on expenditures and 
encumbrances of the Public Safety Training Revolving Account, Order No. 09-1002244. 

6. Communication from the Mayor re: re-appointment of Rustin Kyle to the Library Board of Trustees for 
a term expiring February 1, 2012. 

7. Communication from the Mayor re: re-appointment of Leland Woodworth and appointment of Nena 
Bloomquist to the Arts Lottery Council for terms ending May 1, 2011. 

8. Communication from the Mayor re: appointment of Mitchell Gorka as an alternate member of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals for a term ending three years from date of approval. 

9. Communication from the Mayor re: appointment of Katherine Kimber as her new Executive Secretary 
and to publicly thank Diane Halper, her previous Executive Secretary for her dedication and hard work. 

10. Communication from the Comptroller re: Upgrade in Bond Rating. 
11. Communication from the Comptroller re: Competitive Bids from Note Underwriters. 
12. Communication from the City Solicitor re: First Student, Inc. Special Permit, Condition 12 payment. 
13. Application for Special Permit from Cheraq Patel to construct a 104 room hotel at 257 Simarano Dr. as 

it is in an industrial zone. 
14. MetroWest Regional Transit Authority Minutes, March 9, April 6, and May 11, 2009. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
From City Council 
  
15. Minutes, City Council Meeting, June 8, 2009. 
16. Communication from the Mayor re: Public Safety Revolving Fund for emergency dispatch fees from 

Patriot's Ambulance contract with the City, Order No. 09-1002244. 
17. Communication from the City Solicitor re: Revised Special Permit from Toll MA Land Limited 

Partnership to construct 69 Retirement Units on Less than 14 Acres and to revise current Special Permit 
conditions accordingly in proper form, Order No. 09-1002151B. 

18. Communication from the City Solicitor re: Application for Special Permit on behalf of Marlborough 
Savings Bank for a Drive-Thru Teller and ATM at proposed 16,500 s.f. bank/office building at 83 
Granger Blvd. in proper form, Order No. 09-1002152B. 
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19. Order No. 09-1002201-1A – Inter-department Transfers:  The Finance Committee reviewed the 

Mayor’s letter dated May 6, 2009 requesting the approval of year end inter-department transfers from 
the Fringes account to the Personnel, Information Technologies and DPW departments.  The Finance 
Committee actions on the transfers are below:   

 1. $7000.00 to Personnel Director salary account 11520001-50530 
 2. $45.00 to IT Senior analyst account 11550001-50210 
 3. $12,109.00 to DPW SLBB account 14001303-51920 

4. $495.00.00 to DPW/Street/Longevity account 14001303-51430 
 

Recommendation of the Finance Committee is to approve items 1-3, 5-0, and item 4, approve 3-2, 
(Councilors Levy and Ferro opposed)  
 

20. Order 09-1002198-2 – Transfer $350,000.00 from Undesignated Funds to Department Capital 
Outlay Account:  The Finance Committee reviewed the Mayor’s letter dated May 7, 2009 requesting 
transfers from the Undesignated Fund to various department capital outlay accounts.  
$350,000.00 Information Technologies account 193000058618 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee is to approve the transfer from Undesignated Funds 
to the Capital Outlay accounts 5-0.  
 

21. Order No. 09-1002125A-1& A-2: - Communication from City Solicitor Donald Rider re: proposed 
ordinance entitled “Abandoned and/or Foreclosing Residential Properties.  
The committee met with the City Solicitor and the Code Enforcement Officer to discuss the proposed 
ordinance and how it will address safety and blight issues.  It was recommended that upon approval, a 
notice should be distributed to all residential property owners as an attachment to water or tax bills or 
via electronic communication if possible. Recommendation of the Legislative and Legal Affairs 
Committee is to recommend approval 3-0 and to Suspend the Rules to advertise the proposed 
Ordinance by adding Chapter 66 entitled "Registration and Maintenance of Abandoned and/or 
Foreclosing Residential Properties" and Amendment to Chapter 147 "Non-Criminal Disposition" 
by amending Section B, by adding §29. This item will appear on the June 22, 2009 agenda as the 
advertisement cannot be published in time to comply with the ten day period prior to the June 15, 
2009 agenda. Note: Councilor Schafer abstained to the Suspension of Rules, the Advertising and 
Tabling until June 22, 2009. 

 
22. Order No. 09-1002215A-1 & A-2: Proposed ordinance entitled “Public Consumption of 

Marihuana or Tetrahydrocannabinol”. Councilor Ferro explained this ordinance is tightly based on 
the language proposed by the office of the Attorney General for cities and towns to adopt.  The Police 
Chief and Code Enforcement Officer met with the committee and explained how the ordinance would 
prohibit public consumption and add enforceability to their current efforts.  Both spoke in favor of 
adopting the ordinance. Recommendation of the Legislative and Legal Affairs Committee is to 
recommend approval 3-0 and to Suspend the Rules to advertise the proposed Ordinance by 
adding Chapter 51 entitled “Public Consumption Of Marihuana Or Tetrahydrocannabinol" and 
Amendment to Chapter 147 “Non-Criminal Disposition” by amending Section B, by adding §30. 
This item will appear on the June 22, 2009 agenda as the advertisement cannot be published in 
time to comply with the ten day period prior to the June 15, 2009 agenda. Note: Councilor Schafer 
abstained to the Suspension of Rules, the Advertising and Tabling until June 22, 2009. 
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23. Order No. 09-1002151B – Application for Revised Special Permit from Toll MA Land Limited 

Partnership to construct 69 Retirement Units on Less than 14 Acres and to revise current Special 
Permit conditions accordingly. The Committee met with the Applicant and discussed the reason for 
the meeting was due to the late submission of information to the Urban Affairs Comm. by the City 
Engineer. The Committee agreed, along with other councilors present, that the late submission of the 
information by the City Engineer could best be handled at the Site Plan Review stage. Councilor Schafer 
motioned to "Reaffirm the vote previously taken by the Committee to approve the project, as submitted. 
Recommendation of the Urban Affairs Committee is to recommend approval 4-0, Councilor Pope 
was absent and to Suspend the Rules to refer to the City Solicitor with any typographic errors 
which were noted at the meeting & to be put in proper form for the next City Council meeting. 
Councilor Schafer motioned that "A letter is to be sent by the Urban Affairs Comm. or by the 
Council President to all of the Dept. Heads, with a copy to the Mayor, reminding them that they 
are required, by ordinance, to submit comments to the Urban Affairs Commission when requests 
for Special Permits are before the City Council". Recommendation of the Urban Affairs 
Committee is to recommend approval 4-0, Councilor Pope was absent. 

 
24. Order No. 09-1002152B – Application for Special Permit on behalf of Marlborough Savings Bank 

for a Drive-Thru Teller and ATM at proposed 16,500 s.f. bank/office building at 83 Granger Blvd. 
Recommendation of the Urban Affairs Committee is to recommend approval 5-0, and to Suspend 
the Rules to refer to the City Solicitor to be put in proper form for the next City Council meeting 
and provide the City Solicitor with supplemental materials submitted for June 8, 2009 agenda, 
item 16. Councilor Delano abstained. 

 
From Personnel Committee 
 
25. Order No. 09-1002230 – Communication from the Mayor re: Offset of an Appropriation by 

Estimated Fees Related to Site Plan Review, together with Order requesting funding for a portion 
of the salary for the position of City Planner for all of FY2010 in the amount of $14,677.00 with 
the estimated receipts from the Site Plan Review process being used to offset that portion of the 
salary. The offset appropriation is similar to establishing a revolving fund, except that the money must 
first be appropriated and any balance at the end of the fiscal year is automatically deposited into the 
General Fund. Discussion was gathered about how the “Planner” position would be funded, if the 
amount of $14,677.00 was not met through Site Plan Review fees. 
Mr. Abel submitted options:   
1) Transfer the difference from Free Cash; 
2) Transfer the difference from Stabilization; 
3) Transfer from budgetary accounts that have a surplus at year’s end 
4) A supplemental budget; 
5) Fund the difference on the 2011 recap sheet as a revenue deficit. 

 
Recommendation of the Personnel Committee is to approve 3-0.  
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From Operations and Oversight Committee 
 
26. Order No. 09-1002146 - Communication from Mayor Stevens with transfer request in the amount 

of $15,000.00 which moves funds from Undesignated to Affordable Housing which represents 
payment by St. Mary’s of French Hill Redevelopment LLC in satisfaction of condition #22 of 
Special Permit #07-100-1500C. Chairman Ferro read an electronic communication from Community 
Development Director Flynn. Recommendation of the Operations and Oversight Committee is to 
approve 3-0.  

 
From Finance Committee 
 
27. Order No. 09-1002205 – $35,000.00 Water Conservation Grant: The Finance Committee reviewed 

the Mayor’s letter dated May 6, 2009 requesting the approval of the $35,000 grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection for leak detection services. Recommendation 
of the Finance Committee is to approve 5-0. 

28. Order No. 09-1002223 – Transfer $66,277.00 from Insurance Proceeds to City Hall Repairs: The 
Finance Committee reviewed the Mayor’s letter dated May 28, 2009 requesting the transfer of 
$66,277.00 from the Insurance Proceeds Account to the City Hall Repair account to purchase an 
evaporative cooler that was damaged in the December 2008 ice storm. Recommendation of the 
Finance Committee is to approve 5-0. 

 
29. Order No. 09-1002226 – Emergency Management Grant for $2,500.00:  The Finance Committee 

reviewed the Mayor’s letter dated June 2, 2009 requesting the approval of the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management grant for $2500.00 to upgrade the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan. 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee is to approve 5-0. 

 






















