
CITY OF MARLBOROUGH MEETING POSTING 

Meeting Name: City Council Operations and Oversight Committee 

Date: March 22, 2016 

Time: 5:30PM 

Location: City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 140 Main Street 

Agenda Items to be addressed: 
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12-7-15- Order No.15-1006380: Communication from Mayor Vigeant, together with letter from 
MEDC Executive Director Cummings, regarding Walker Building Use Feasibility Study, with cost 
ranging from $75,000.00 to $100,000.00 
-REFER TO OPERATIONS AND OVERSIGHT AND CARRY OVER TO 2016/2017 

THE LISTING OF TOPICS THAT THE CHAIR REASONABLY ANTICIPATES WILL BE DISCUSSED AT THE 
MEETING IS NOT INTENDED AS A GUARANTEE OF THE TOPICS THAT WILL HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED. 
NOT ALL TOPICS LISTED MAY IN FACT BE DISCUSSED, AND OTHER TOPICS NOT LISTED MAY ALSO 
BE BROUGHT UP FOR DISCUSSION TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BYLAW. 

The public should take due notice that the Marlborough City Council may have a quorum in attendance due 
to Standing Committees of the City Council consisting of both voting and non-voting members. However, 
members attending this duly posted meeting are participating and deliberating only in conjunction with the 
business of the Standing Committee. 

Electronic devices, including laptops, cell phones, pagers, and PDAs must be turned off or put in silent mode 
upon entering the City Council Chamber, and any person violating this rule shall be asked to leave the 
chamber. Express authorization to utilize such devices may be granted by the President for recordkeeping 
purposes. 



. ORDERED: 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

DECEMBER 7, 2015 
Marlborough, Mass.,---------

That Walker Building Feasibility Study, be and is herewith refer to 
OPERATIONS AND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE AND TO CARRY OVER TO 
NEW LEGISLATIVE YEAR. 

ADOPTED 

ORDER NO. 15-1006380 



December 3, 2015 

City Council President Edward J. Clancy 
Marlborough City Council 
140 Main Street 
Marlborough, MA 01752 

Re: Walker Building Feasibility Study 

Honorable President Clancy and Councilors: 

Please find enclosed a letter from Tim Cummings, the Executive Director of the Marlborough 
Economic Development Corporation, regarding the Walker Building. 

The Marlborough Economic Development Corporation's Executive Committee requested 
guidance from the City Council regarding redeveloping the Walker Building. The Walker Building 
is a beautiful, and iconic structure on Main Street, but half of its 60,000 square feet of space is 
vacant. Any future use of the Walker Building would be predicated upon its exterior not being 
altered. 

In order to best identify the "highest and best use" for the Walker Building, the MEDC has 
researched an estimate for the cost of a feasibility study and would like input from the City Council 
before moving forward. 

Enclosure 

The City of Marlborough does not discriminate on the basis of race, color. nation origin. sex. religion. age or disability in employment or the provisions of services. 
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December 2, 20 15 

Mayor Arthur Vigeant 
Marlborough City Hall 
140 Main Street 
Marlborough, MA 01752 

RE: Placing an Order with City Council to Discuss Walker Building Feasibility 

Dear Mr. Mayor: 

The Marlborough Economic Development's Executive Committee asked that l submit a letter to you 
requesting guidance from the Marlborough City Council relative to the Walker Building. 

At a recent executive committee meeting the topic of redeveloping the Walker Building for the 
purpose of stimulating economic activity in the downtown village was discussed. The Walker 
Building is an iconic building totaling 60,000 square feet of which more than half remains vacant It is 
an underperfonning asset that has been very well maintained despite not having a clear purpose. 

There are very limited opportunities in the downtown village area where such a large footprint exists 
that can act as an economic engine. Over the course of the summer my office obtained a few quotes 
ranging from $75,000-$100,000 for a feasibility study to be conducted by an architecture firm 
predicated off of trying to develop an understanding of what the "highest and best use" may be for the 
asset This technical review would provide the city with the information necessary to decide how best 
to maximize the asset's value as there will be many issues to be dealt with should this analysis occur. 

My office wanted to have a discussion with the City Council and take direction as to wh~ther there is 
an appetite to redevelop the Walker Building for another purpose. Should such an appetite exist my 
office would either need to seek a separate appropriation by the City or be instructed to include it in 
our operational budget for FY' 17. 

In closing, I want to be clear that this feasibility study of the building would be predicated on the 
current site as it is and there would be no intention of substantially altering the exterior of the building. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter and should you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me at your earliest convenience. 

Executive Director 
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